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OFFICIALS

Thank a ref?

By Eevin Merkle, Associate Director, MSHSL
Reprinted, with permission, from the MSHSL Fall 2008 Bulletin

One of my constant messages when spealang to ADs, coaches, parents, or officials 12 this:
“Withaut afficials, it v only recess)” While recess was my favorite “class”, and while Thad a
chance to develop my skills (both as aplayer and as “negotiator™) dunng recess or sandlot
games atthe local parkg, [ also am one that valued the “real games™ when there were officials.
In fact I can remember helping to organize a relatively big neighborhood baseball game when
[ was young. We actually asked someone’s older brother to be the umpire. Mot sure that it
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worked very well, but even as a kid we knew that having an umpire elevated the level of that
game.

I high school spotts and activities, we know that officials and udges play an impor-
tant role. They are the mdependent, wnpartial “arbiter”™ who allows our games/events to be
played fairly and according to the rules and policies that have been established. They are wital
i1 the educational mission of high school activities.

By enforcing the rules, officials teach participants to play by those rules, and that
there are consequences when vou don’t. Participants learn that there are limits on the types of
hehawor that are allowed, and that sportsmanship, equity, and fatrness are all part of high
school actiwity programs. Of course, the real message 15 that all of tems just mentioned are
part of our daily lives. Officials and judges teach and enforce some of the most important
lessons that are tanght through educational activities.

Officials have a difficult job. Az stated i a publication form the Mational Association
of Sportz Officials titled “Vou Hawe to Love it When They Boo™: “Sparts afficials must be
able o bring conrol o chaos, wnderstand firness, promote safaly and sncourage good
sportsmanship. A sports afficial must kaeve the positive characteristios of a police aofficar, law-
yer, judgs, accountant, reparter, atllsts, and diplomat

Officials put themselves on the line every time they go out and work a game. They are
paid, but when you figure in their tramning and preparation, costs of uniforms, equiptment and
travel and the time that i inwolved, they don’t make a lot of money. In fact, at times it"s hard
to qustify. But they continue to officiate hecause they enjoy staying involved, they enjoy giv-
ing hack to the “games” that they love, and they like to a valued part of this educational
process. We can tnake thern feel walued just by showing our appreciation.

To read the complete article, pleaseclick here

Looking for hest practices on working with officials?

Get connected to other youth associations by hecoming a member of the Sports Alliance of
Idinnesotal We can all learn from each other and collectively improve the gquality of youth
spott in our state. More information at www sportsalliancetnn org
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